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Young Volunteer 
Graeme Haigh, Oakhanger Project - Cheshire 
 

Graeme Haigh joined the Oakhanger Project in Cheshire three years ago and now helps to lead activities for young 
people with special needs. Graeme is now the junior leader within the project and has taken on this role with 
enthusiasm. He makes a valuable contribution to the development of the project and now sits on the management 
committee to represent the views of young people.  

Young Coach 
Anna-Louise Glendenning, Hexham Canoe Club 
 

Having been involved as a volunteer for five years already, Anna-Louise Glendenning has worked her way up the 
coaching levels and now coaches for Hexham Canoe Club. As well as coaching the younger members and 
introducing Paddlepower to local schools, Anna-Louise finds time to provide safety cover at events; help with the 
Tyne Tour, as well as completing over 300 hours of volunteering for the Step into Sport scheme.  

Paddlepower Coach  
Linda Turner, Dereham Canoe Group 
 

Lynda Turner has been a coach for over 25 years to paddlers of all ages. Within Dereham Canoe Group, Lynda 
takes on numerous roles including chairperson, treasurer and head coach. Lynda played a major role in preventing 
the club from closing down a few years ago. As a coach, Lynda has been responsible for starting the paddling 
careers of many people through the use of Paddlepower as well as working with local scouts, guides and special 
needs groups.  

Female Volunteer Coach  
Pat Tarry, Itchen South District Canoe Centre 
 

Pat Tarry has coached for over 20 years starting her career as one of the original coaches of Itchen South District 
Canoe Centre. Pat is keen to embrace new ideas and encourages newcomers into her ever-growing group of young 
people. Pat’s enthusiasm is a fine example to all those around her and she is an asset to coaching in our sport.  

Teacher of the Year (Joint Winner) 
Phillippa Sunderland, Ash Green School - Staffordshire 
 

Working part time at the Ash Green School, Staffordshire, Philippa Sunderland has worked with Trentham Canoe 
Club to ensure that there is a new group of lightening paddlers filtering through. In her school capacity, Philippa 
ensures that the ever important link from school to club flourishes and works closely with the Head of PE to set up 
taster sessions. 
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Teacher of the Year (joint winner) 
Doug Hardie, Tomlinson Junior School  - Cumbria 
 

Doug Hardie can boast a string of accolades to his name including level 4 sea kayak coach; level 4 open canoe 
coach and level 3 inland water coach. As headteacher, Doug has volunteered in Paddlesport for 30 years and trains 
and mentors young people. Doug spends additional hours at weekends and holidays raising money for his 
registered charity which is dedicated to helping women in Uganda become financially independent and self-
sufficient. Doug works hard to ensure a link from school Paddlesport activities to the local club is available. 

Employed Coach (non BCU/CE) 
Mark Agnew, Mountain Water Experience -South Devon 
 

Professionally, Mark Agnew runs coaching courses on flatwater, whitewater and on the sea fro Mountain Water 
Experience, South Devon.  As a volunteer, Mark was previously LCO for South Devon and more recently gives his 
time to coaching and supporting local clubs. Over the past five years, Mark has run refresher sessions for club 
coaches and goes beyond his professional role to provide help and support of the highest standard to local clubs. 

Community Volunteer 
Pam & Norman Taylor, White Rose Canoe Club 
 

Pam and Norman are founder members of White Rose Canoe Club and have been described as the clubs eyes and 
ears for the last 20 years. Both are level 1 coaches and the list of their roles within the club seems never ending. 
Pam looks after all the child protection issues, applies for funding, organises rota’s, manages bookings and 
arranges all the catering. Norman represents the club at regional meetings, is chairman of the Washburn 
Committee, and looks after access issues in the region. They are an asset to the sport. 

Official (Joint Winner) 
Mike Carter, Viking Kayak Club 
 

Mike started volunteering over 30 years ago and has held key positions in Viking Kayak Club as well as at a national 
level. Mike is the treasurer and a committee member for his club; as well as national bib officer, race organiser and 
compiler of the ranking lists for K1 women national slalom. International slalom C2 paddler Etienne Stott.’s 
nomination sums up Mike’s contribution to the sport: “Mike is the classic volunteer; passionate, deeply involved and 
tirelessly caring about the sport and its participants.”        

Official (Joint Winner) 
Curly Barker, Essex 
 

Curly Barker has dedicated more than two decades to the sport as a volunteer in an impressive number of roles – 
Chairman of the BCU Canoe Polo; GB Squads manager; ICF Referee; GB refereeing course leader and assessor; 
member of the English management committee as well as numerous other committee roles. As well as helping to 
set up and run the first Canoe Polo World Championships in 1994, Curly was acting GB squads manager for the 
team who brought home two world titles at the 2008 World Championships in Canada. 
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Outstanding Contribution 
Trevor Wetherall, Richmond Canoe Club 
 

Trevor Wetherall has been involved in Paddlesport for over 45 years. His boundless encouragement extends across all 
ages and groups at Richmond Canoe Club and beyond his capacity as the recently appointed Local Club Coach for 
London. His input has helped re-energise the junior group and he has helped devise the Competitive Edge programme 
with the local council to introduce local school children to competitive paddling.  

BCU/Canoe England Employed Coach: Mark Delaney - Slalom Technical Canoe Coach within BCU Olympic Programme, and coach to Olympic 
Silver Medallist David Florence. Mark is now recognised internationally as one of the leading canoe coaches for the sport of slalom canoeing.  
 

Access:  Colin Litten, Cumbria - an asset to the region and volunteer for over 25 years.  
 

Outstanding Contribution:  Laurence Oliver, Lincoln Canoe Club - founder member of the club and Junior Sprint Team Manager for over 20 years.  
 

Outstanding Contribution:  Alexis Gohar, Richmond Canoe Club - a special award for Alexis Gohar who sadly died in November 2008. An active 
member of the club for over 30 years and coach for 15 years. Alexis will be remembers for his infections enthusiasm and encouragement.   
 
 

Outstanding Contribution & Male Volunteer Coach 
Eric Farrell, Royal Canoe Club 
 

Balancing his day job as company director of his own business, Eric has guided a number of paddlers to Olympic glory 
over the years. In Athens alone, three of Eric’s athletes gained selection with Ian Wynne winning bronze. Four years on 
and Eric is known more commonly as coach to Tim Brabants. The 16 year coach-athlete relationship has developed 
through three Olympic Games with the pair being successful in their plan for global domination—with Tim now being the 
reigning Olympic, World, and European Champion for 1000m.  

Outstanding Contribution 
Dennis Walls, Exeter Canoe Club 
 

Dennis Walls has been involved with Exeter Canoe Club since the early days helping with the beginners; arranging 
tours and generally making the club tick. On top of this, he is the chair of the club and is the driving force behind 
Exeter’s move towards achieving Clubmark. Despite suffering from illness recently, Dennis remains the inspiration 
behind the club and takes on an active role within the region - being South West committee secretary for over 20 years.  

Outstanding Contribution 
Janet and Doug Evans, Royal Canoe Club 
 

Janet and Doug Evans have been involved in Paddlesport for over 20 years at Royal Canoe Club. The list of roles 
which this couple take on appears to be never ending—from administration to membership secretary. Doug oversees 
the day-to-day management at the club and together the two of them were involved in overseeing the redevelopment 
project at the club. 
 


